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Claims 



1.-33. (canceled) 

34. (cuiTently amended) In a receiver, a method comprising: 

detecting a descriptor within data transmitted by a transmitte r, tfac descriptor inclxiding 
multiple sets of buf fer parameters that specify multiple points on a rate-buffer size curve: 

selecting between conventional and robust channels, wherein relative to data of the 
conventional channel, data of the robust channel have a higher level of robustness to 
transmission errors due to an increase of redundancy in the data of the robust channel; 

obtannng mto information and id e nti^ing a oorroGponding oot - of buff e r poromotors from 
tho doscriptor ; 

based at least in part upon the level of r obustness for the robust channel and effective rate 
of the data of the selected chann el, identifying a buffer size using one or more of the multiple 
sets of buffer parameters, wherein for different level s of robustness the rate-buffer size curve 
provides different buffer sizes for th e data of the selected channel: 

configuring memory resources and flow control logic to provide elementary stream 
acquisition according to guidelines embodied by the identified buffer size set of buffer 
poromotoro ; and 

buffering the data of the selected chaimel until a buffer contains more than an initial 
buffer fullness value of the data of the selected clianueL 

35. (previously presented) The method ofclaim 34, further comprising reconfiguring the 
memory resources and the flow control logic upon receipt of a new descriptor. 

36. -38. (canceled) 

39. (currently amended) A receiver, comprising: 

means for detecting a descriptor within transmitted dat a, the descriptor including multiple 
sets of buffer parame ters that specify multiple points on a rate-buffer size curve: 
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means for deciding which of conventional and robu$t channels to select, wherein relative 
to data of the conventional channel, data of the robust channel have a higher level of robustness 
to transmission errors due to an increase of redundancy in the data of the robust channel; 

m e ans for det e nnining a rato and for id e ntifying a corr e sponding set of buffer poromotors 
from th e d e noriptor; 

means for identifying a buffer size based at least in part upon the level of robustness for 
the robust channeL effective rate of the data of the selected channel, and one or more of the 
multiple sets of buff er parameters^ wherein the rate-buffer siae curve indicates different buffer 
sizes for different levels of robustness: 

means for configi.uing memory resources and flow control logic to provide elementary 
stream acquisition according to guidelines embodied by the identified buffer size set of buffer 
paromotorc ; and 

means for decoding the data of the selected channel when a buffer contains greater than 
an initial buffer fullness value of the data of the selected channel. 

40* (previously presented) The receiver of claim 39, wherein the means for configuring 
memory resources and flow control logic reconfigures the buffer upon receipt of a new 
descriptor. 

41. (canceled) 

42. (canceled) 

43. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, further comprising monitoring 
reception characteristics and statistics for use in the selecting. 

44. (previously presented) The method ofclaim 43, wherein the monitoring includes 
monitoring symbol rate for the conventional channel and symbol rate for the robust channel. 

45. (previously presented) The method of claim 43, wherein the monitoring includes 
monitoring one or more of signal-to-noise ratio, can:ier-to-noi$e ratio, average signal energy, and 
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peak signal energy of the transmitted data^ and wherein the transmitted data includes the data of 
the conventional channel and the data of the robust channel. 



46. (previously presented) The method of claim 43, wherein the monitoring includes 
monitoring extent of packet corruption. 

47. (previoLisly presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the conventional channel is 
a fu'st portion of a transmission channel and the robust channel is a second portion of the 
transmission channel, 

48. (canceled) 

49. (previously presented) The method of claim 47, wherein rate for the transmission 
channel exceeds rate for the conventional channel and exceeds rate for the robust channel. 

50* (previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the relatively higher level 
of robustness of the data of the robxist charmel is in terms of increased redundancy through 
channel coding techniques for the data of the robust channel. 

5 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the relatively higher level 
of robustness of the data of the robust channel is in terms of increased use of cyclical redundancy 
codes or convolutional codes within the data of the robust channel. 

52. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium storing computer-executable 
instructions for causing the receiver programmed thereby to perform the method of claim 34. 



53. (previously presented) The receiver of claim 3 9, wherein the means for deciding . 
includes means for monitoring reception characteristics and statistics for use in the deciding. 

54, (previously presented) The receiver of claim 53. wherein tlie monitoring includes 
monitoring symbol rate for the conventional channel and symbol rate for the robust chaxmel. 
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55. (previously presented) The receiver of claim 53, wherein the monitoring includes 
monitoring one or more of signal-to-noise ratio, carrier-to-noise ratio, average signal energy, and 
peak signal energy of the transmitted data, and wherein the transnaitted data includes the data of 
tlie conventional chaniiel and tlie data of the robust channel. 

56. (previously presented) The receiver of claim 53, wherein the monitoring includes 
monitoring extent of packet corruption. 

57. (previously presented) The receiver of claim 39, wherein the conventional channel is 
a first portion of a transmission channel and the robust channel is a second portion of the 
transmission channel. 

58. (canceled) 

59. (previously presented) The receiver of claim 57, wherein rate for the transmission 
channel exceeds rate for the conventional channel and exceeds rate for the robust chaimel. 

60. (previously presented) Thereceiverofclami 39, wherein the relatively higher level 
of robustness of the data of the robust channel is in terms of increased redundancy through 
channel coding techniques for the data of the robust channel. 

61 . (previously presented) The receiver of claim 39, wherein the relatively higher level 
of robustness of the data of the robust channel is in terms of increased use of cyclical redundancy 
codes or convolutional codes within the data of the robust channel. 

62. (currently amended) In a receiver, a method comprising: 

obtaining information for multiple buff e r modolo multiple sets of reference decoder 
parameters that specify multiple points on a rate-buffer size curve: 

in die receiver, selecting between a conventional channel and a robust channel, wherein 
relative to data of the conventional channel, data of the robust channel have a higher level of 
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robustness to transmissions errors due to an increase of redundancy in the data of the robust 
channel; 

based at least in part upon the level of robustness for the robust channel and effective rate 
of the data of the selected channel, identifying in tho recoiw f a buffer size par-ameter from 
among multiplo buffer sizo poramotora of the multipl e buffer modola using one or more of the 
multiples sets of refe rence decoder parameters, the rate-buffer size curve providing different 
buffer sizes for different levels of robustness : 

configuring a buffer in the receiver according to the identified buffer size poramotor; and 

in the buffer, buffering the data irom the selected cliannel. 

63. (previously presented) The metliod of claim 62, wherein the selecting is based at 
least in part upon monitoring symbol rate for the conventional channel and symbol rate for the 
robust channel. 

64. (previously presented) The method of claim 62, wherein the selecting is based at 
least in part upon monitoring one or more of signal-to-noise ratio, carrier-to-noise ratio* average 
signal energy, and peak signal energy of a transmitted signal including the data of the 
conventionial channel and the data of the robust channel. 

65. (previously presented) The method of clsdm 62, wherein the selecting is based at 
least in part upon monitoring of extent packet corruption. 

66. (previously presented) The method of claim 62, wherein the multiple buffer models 
are applicable to both the conventional channel and the robust channel. 

67. (previously presented) The method of claim 62, wherein the data includes packets 
for a video Stream. 

68. (cunrently amended) The method of claim 62, wherein the identifying the buffer size 
poromotor includes selecting the buffer size j p a jpamet e r from one of the multiple sets of reference 
decoder parameters buffer models . 
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69. (currently amended) The method of claim 62, wherein the identifying the buffer size 
poromotor includes inteipolating between plural buffer size parameters of plural of the multiple 
sets of re f erence decoder parameters bufifor modoln . 

70. (previously presented) The method of claim 62, wherein the conventional channel is 
a first portion of a transmission channel and the robust channel is a second portion of the 
transmission channel. 

71. (canceled) 

72. (previously presented) The method of claim 70^ wherein rate for the transmission 
channel exceeds rate for the conventional channel and exceeds rate for the robust channel. 

73. (currently amended) The method of claim 62, further comprising: 

based at least in part upon updated rate of the data for the selected channel, identifying in 
the receiver a new buffer size param e t e r from omone - th e multiplo buffer siz e poramotoro of the 
multiple buffer modols; 

reconfiguring the buffer in the receiver according to the new buffer size parametep . 

74. (previously presented) The method of claim 62, wherein the relatively higher level 
of robustness of the data of the robust channel is in teims of increased redundancy through 
channel coding techniques for the data of the robust channel. 

75. (previously presented) The method of claim 62, wherein the relatively higher level 
of robustness of the data of the robust channel is in terms of increased use of cyclical redundancy 
codes or convolutional codes within the data of the robust channel. 

76. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium storing computer-executable 
instructions for causing the receiver programmed thereby to perform the method of claim 62. 
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